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FIG. 1
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FIG. 3
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1
OVEN DOOR

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is claims the benefit of priority to Korean
Application No. 10-2011-0072664, filed on Jul. 21, 2011,
which is herein incorporated by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE

1. Field of the Disclosure

The present disclosure relates to an oven, and more par-
ticularly, to an oven door.

2. Description of Related Art

Ovens are used to cook foods with electricity or gas. Such
ovens include an oven chamber for cooking food and a door
for opening and closing the oven chamber. Since food in the
oven chamber is cooked at high temperature, the oven
includes a cooling system for cooling the door and thermally
insulating the oven chamber. For example, the cooling system
may include a fan or use natural convection.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

Exemplary embodiments provide an oven door that can be
efficiently cooled.

In one exemplary embodiment, an oven door is provided.
The oven door includes a door panel having an air discharging
opening part configured to discharge air flowing in the oven
door, a door frame coupled to the door panel, the coupled door
panel and door frame providing at least one air introducing
hole in the bottom of the door to introduce air into the door, an
inner cover located between the door panel and the door
frame, the inner cover having an inner opening, the inner
cover and the door frame defining a space to allow airflow, an
inner glass located in the inner opening of the inner cover, and
a glass holder supporting the inner glass. Air introduced
through the air introducing hole flows through the space
between the door frame and the inner cover at both lateral
sides of the glass holder.

In another exemplary embodiment, an oven door includes
a door panel including an air discharging opening part con-
figured to discharge air flowing in the oven door, a door frame
coupled to the door panel, the door frame having a rear open-
ing, and the coupled door panel and door frame providing at
least one air introducing hole in the bottom of the door to
introduce air into the door, an inner cover located between the
door panel and the door frame, the inner cover having an inner
opening, the inner cover and the door frame defining a space
to allow airflow, a glass holder located between the inner
cover and the door frame, an inner glass located in the inner
opening of the inner cover and supported by the glass holder,
and a rear glass fixed to the glass holder and closing the rear
opening in the door frame. The inner cover guides a portion of
air introduced through the air introducing hole to flow
between the door panel and the inner cover, another portion of
the air introduced through the air introducing hole to flow
between the rear glass and the inner glass, and the other
portion of the air introduced through the air introducing hole
to flow outside the glass holder between the door frame and
the inner cover.

In yet another exemplary embodiment, an oven door
includes a door panel having an air discharging opening part
configured to discharge air flowing in the oven door, a door
frame coupled to the door panel, the door frame having a rear
opening, and the coupled door panel and door frame provid-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

ing at least one air introducing hole in the bottom of the door
to introduce air into the door, an inner cover located between
the door panel and the door frame, the inner cover having an
inner opening, the inner cover and the door frame defining a
space to allow airflow, a glass holder located between the
inner cover and the door frame, an inner glass located in the
inner opening of the inner cover and supported by the glass
holder, and a rear glass fixed to the glass holder and closing
the rear opening in the door frame. The inner cover guides a
portion of the air introduced through the air introducing hole
to flow between the rear glass and the inner glass and another
portion of the air introduced through the air introducing hole
to flow outside the glass holder between the door frame and
the inner cover.

The details of one or more exemplary embodiments are set
forth in the accompanying drawings and the description
below. Other features will be apparent from the description
and drawings, and from the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present disclosure will become more fully understood
from the detailed description given hereinbelow and the
accompanying drawings which are given by way of illustra-
tion only, and thus are not limitative of the present disclosure
and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating an oven including
an oven door according to a first exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a front, exploded perspective view illustrating the
oven door of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is rear, exploded perspective view illustrating the
oven door of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view illustrating a bracket of the
oven door of FIG. 1;

FIGS. 5 and 6 are vertical cross-sectional views illustrating
air flows in the oven door of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 7 is an exploded perspective view illustrating an oven
door according to a second exemplary embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
DISCLOSURE

Reference will now be made in detail to the preferred
exemplary embodiments of the present disclosure, examples
of which are illustrated in the accompanying drawings.

Referring to FIG. 1, a cooktop 20 is disposed at the upper
side of acabinet 10 of an electric oven 1. A plurality of heaters
(not shown) for heating food is disposed in the cooktop 20. An
oven unit 30 is disposed in the cabinet 10 under the cooktop
20. The oven unit 30 includes an oven chamber (not shown)
for cooking food. A heating source for heating food, such as
a broil heater, a bake heater, and a convection device, is
disposed in the oven chamber. The oven chamber is selec-
tively opened and closed by a door 100. The door 100 is a
pull-down door in which its upper end vertically rotates about
its lower end. The door 100 will be described later in detail.

A drawer unit 40 is disposed at the lower side of the cabinet
10 under the oven unit 30. The drawer unit 40 thermally
insulates food or a container storing food.

A control panel 50 is disposed at a top rear end of the
cabinet 10 behind the cooktop 20. Signals for operating the
cooktop 20, the oven unit 30, and the drawer unit 40 are input
to the control panel 50. The control panel 50 displays infor-
mation about operations of the cooktop 20, the oven unit 30,
and the drawer unit 40.

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, the door 100 includes a door
panel 110, a door frame 120, a front glass 131, a rear glass
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133, aninner glass 135, a glass holder 140, an inner cover 150,
an insulation 160, a door handle 180, and a bracket 170. In
particular, the door panel 110 defines the front surface, the top
surface, and the side surfaces of the door 100. To this end, the
door panel 110 may have a flat hexahedron shape with rear
and bottom openings. The door panel 110 includes a front
opening 111. The front opening 111 is used to see the inside
of the oven chamber. The front opening 111 is formed by
cutting out a portion of the door panel 110 in a rectangle.

The lower end of the door panel 110 is provided with a
plurality of first coupling ribs 113. Substantially, the first
coupling ribs 113 extend rearward from the lower end of the
door panel 110. The first coupling ribs 113 fix the door panel
110 and the door frame 120.

An air discharging opening part 115 is disposed in the front
surface of the door panel 110 over the front opening 111. The
air discharging opening part 115 is used to discharge air
circulating in the door 100.

The door frame 120 defines the rear surface of the door 100.
The door frame 120 is coupled to the door panel 110. The door
frame 120 has a flat hexahedron shape with front and bottom
openings. When the door panel 110 is coupled to the door
frame 120, the inner portions of the top and side surfaces of
the door panel 110 contact the outer portions of the top and
side surfaces of the door frame 120. A predetermined space is
formed between the door panel 110 and the door frame 120.
The bottom surface of the door 100, that is, a space between
the lower end of the door panel 110 and the lower end of the
door frame 120 is provided with an air introducing hole 117
(see FIGS. 5 and 6) through which air is sucked or drawn into
the door 100.

The door frame 120 is provided with a rear opening 121.
The rear opening 121 has a shape and a size to correspond to
the front opening 111, and is formed by cutting out a portion
of the door frame 120.

The lower end of the door frame 120 is provided with a
plurality of second coupling ribs 123. The second coupling
ribs 123 extend forward from the lower end of the door frame
120. When the door panel 110 is coupled to the door frame
120, the second coupling ribs 123 at least partially overlap the
first coupling ribs 113 in a vertical arrangement. First fasten-
ers (not shown) pass through the overlapped portions of the
first and second coupling ribs 113 and 123 to couple the first
and second coupling ribs 113 and 123 to each other, thereby
fixing the lower ends of the door panel 110 and the door frame
120. The bottom portion of the door 100 except for the first
and second coupling ribs 113 and 123 forms the air introduc-
ing hole 117.

The door frame 120 is provided with a plurality of holder
supporters 125. The holder supporters 125 guide the glass
holder 140 holding the inner glass 135 to an intended posi-
tion, and temporarily fix the glass holder 140. As shown, the
holder supporters 125 may be spaced apart from each other on
the front surface of the door frame 120 near the rear opening
121.

The front glass 131 is disposed in the front opening 111.
That is, the front opening 111 may be substantially closed by
the front glass 131. The rear glass 133 closes the rear opening
121. When the door 100 closes the oven chamber, a user can
see the inside of the oven chamber through the front glass 131
and the rear glass 133.

The inner glass 135 is disposed in the door 100, that is,
between the front glass 131 and the rear glass 133. The inner
glass 135 thermally insulates the oven chamber. The inner
glass 135 is spaced apart from the rear glass 133 to form an air
space therebetween.
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The glass holder 140 supports the rear glass 133 and the
inner glass 135. The glass holder 140 is provided approxi-
mately in the form of a frame, and includes glass supporting
recesses 141 (see FIG. 5) for supporting the borders of the rear
glass 133 and the inner glass 135. The glass supporting
recesses 141 are spaced apart from each other in the back-
and-forth direction, and thus, the rear glass 133 and the inner
glass 135 are spaced apart from each other in the back-and-
forth direction. When the borders of the rear glass 133 and the
inner glass 135 are inserted in the glass supporting recesses
141, the holder supporters 125 temporarily fix the glass
holder 140 to the front surface of the door frame 120.

A communication hole 143 is disposed in the middle of the
bottom surface of the glass holder 140, and a communication
hole 145 (see FIG. 5) is disposed in the middle of the top
surface of the glass holder 140. Air flows between the rear
glass 133 and the inner glass 135 through the communication
holes 143 and 145. The communication holes 143 and 145 are
formed by partially cutting out the top and bottom surfaces of
the glass holder 140. For convenience in description, the
communication hole 143 disposed in the bottom surface of
the glass holder 140 is referred to as an inlet communication
hole, and the communication hole 145 disposed in the top
surface of the glass holder 140 is referred to as an outlet
communication hole, as illustrated in FIG. 5.

The inner cover 150 guides air, introduced into the door
100 through the air introducing hole 117, to flow through the
door 100 and be discharged out of the door 100 through the air
discharging opening part 115. In detail, the inner cover 150
guides a portion of air, introduced into the door 100, to flow
between the door panel 110 and the inner cover 150 and be
discharged out of the door 100. Also, the inner cover 150
guides the rest of the air introduced into the door 100 to flow
between the rear glass 133 and the inner glass 135 or flow
through inner spaces of the door 100 at both sides of the rear
glass 133 and the inner glass 135, particularly, through spaces
between the door frame 120 and the inner cover 150 at both
sides of the rear glass 133 and the inner glass 135, and to be
discharged out of the door 100.

The inner cover 150 has an approximately rectangular plate
shape. The inner cover 150 is disposed in the door 100,
particularly, between the door panel 110 and the inner glass
135 to divide the door 100 into front and rear parts. In other
words, the inner cover 150 divides the door 100 into the space
between the door panel 110 and the inner cover 150, and the
space between the door frame 120 and the inner cover 150.

The inner cover 150 is provided with an inner opening 151.
The inner opening 151 is formed by cutting out a portion of
the inner cover 150 to correspond to the shapes and sizes of
the front opening 111 and the rear opening 121.

The inner cover 150 is provided with a first introducing
opening 152A and a first discharging opening 152B. The first
introducing opening 152A and the first discharging opening
152B are disposed at the lower and upper sides of the inner
opening 151, respectively. The first introducing opening
152A is disposed at the lower side of the inlet communication
hole 143, and the first discharging opening 152B is disposed
at the upper side of the outlet communication hole 145. Air is
introduced between the rear glass 133 and the inner glass 135
through the first introducing opening 152A. Air flowing
between the rear glass 133 and the inner glass 135 is dis-
charged through the first discharging opening 152B.

The first introducing opening 152 A and the first discharg-
ing opening 152B are provided with a first introducing guide
153A and a first discharging guide 153B, respectively. The
first introducing guide 153A guides air introduced through
the first introducing opening 152A to the inlet communica-
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tion hole 143. The first discharging guide 153B guides air
discharged through the outlet communication hole 145 to the
first discharging opening 152B. The first introducing guide
153A and the first discharging guide 153B connect the inlet
communication hole 143 and the outlet communication hole
145 to the first introducing opening 152A and the first dis-
charging opening 152B, respectively. The first introducing
guide 153 A extends obliquely rearward and upward from the
rear surface of the inner cover 150 to correspond to the first
introducing opening 152A. The first discharging guide 153B
extends obliquely rearward and downward from the rear sur-
face of the inner cover 150 to correspond to the first discharg-
ing opening 152B.

The inner cover 150 is provided with second introducing
openings 154 A and second discharging openings 154B. The
second introducing openings 154A are disposed under the
inner opening 151 at both sides of the first introducing open-
ing 152A. The second discharging openings 154B are dis-
posed over the inner opening 151 at both sides of the first
discharging opening 152B. The second introducing openings
154A and the second discharging openings 154B are dis-
posed outside of an area defining the width of the inner
opening 151. The second introducing openings 154A and the
second discharging openings 154B communicate with the
space between the door frame 120 and the inner cover 150.
Air is introduced through the second introducing openings
154A between the door frame 120 and the inner cover 150 at
both sides of the glass holder 140. Air is discharged through
the second discharging openings 154B between the door
frame 120 and the inner cover 150 at both sides of the glass
holder 140.

Air barriers 156 are disposed at both side ends of the inner
cover 150. The air barriers 156 extend rearward from the side
ends of the inner cover 150. The rear ends of the air barriers
156 contact the side front ends of the door frame 120. The air
barriers 156 completely separate the space between the door
frame 120 and the inner cover 150 from the space between the
door panel 110 and the inner cover 150.

An air guide 157 is disposed at the upper end of the inner
cover 150. The air guide 157 extends obliquely forward and
upward from the upper end of the inner cover 150. The front
end of the air guide 157 contacts the rear surface of the door
panel 110 to correspond to the air discharging opening part
115. The air guide 157 guides air discharged through the first
and second discharging openings 152B and 154B, to the air
discharging opening part 115.

The front end of the air guide 157 is provided with a
reinforcing rib 158 that extends rearward from the front end
of'the air guide 157. For example, the reinforcing rib 158 may
extend to the left and right sides of the door 100, and be
supported by a top inner portion of the door frame 120.

The insulation 160 is disposed between the door frame 120
and the inner cover 150 to correspond to the upper side of the
glass holder 140. The insulation 160 thermally insulates the
door 100.

Referring to FIG. 4, the bracket 170 is disposed between
the door panel 110 and the inner cover 150. A second fastener
(not shown) for fixing the door handle 180 to the door panel
110, and a third fastener (not shown) for fixing the door frame
120 and the inner cover 150 are fixed to the bracket 170. Thus,
when the second and third fasteners are coupled to the bracket
170, the upper portions of the door panel 110 and the door
frame 120 can be fixed.

The bracket 170 includes a main body 171, a first coupling
part 173, and a second coupling part 175. The main body 171
has a plate shape with its length extending in the back-and-
forth direction of the door 100. A constant distance between
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the door panel 110 and the inner cover 150 may be maintained
by the main body 171. The first and second coupling parts 173
and 175 extend vertically from the front and rear ends of the
main body 171. The first and second coupling parts 173 and
175 contact the rear surface of the door panel 110 and the front
surface of the inner cover 150, respectively. The second fas-
tener sequentially passes through the first coupling part 173
and the door panel 110, and couples to the door handle 180.
The third fastener sequentially passes through the door frame
120 and the inner cover 150, and couples to the second cou-
pling part 175.

Referring again to FIGS. 2 and 3, the door handle 180 is
held by a user to open and close the door 100. The doorhandle
180 may have a predetermined curvature. Both ends of the
door handle 180 contact the front surface of the door panel
110 to correspond to both sides of the air discharging opening
part 115. Thus, a portion of the door handle 180 is disposed at
the front side of the air discharging opening part 115. That is,
substantially, the door handle 180 may prevent the air dis-
charging opening part 115 from being directly exposed to the
front side.

Hereinafter, air flows in the oven door will be described in
detail with reference to the accompanying drawings. Refer-
ring to FIGS. 5 and 6, air is introduced into the door 100
between the door panel 110 and the inner cover 150 through
the air introducing hole 117. A portion of the introduced air
flows between the door panel 110 and the inner cover 150, and
then, is discharged out of the door 100 through the air dis-
charging opening part 115.

Asbest seenin FIG. 5, another portion of the introduced air
flows between the rear glass 133 and the inner glass 135
through the first introducing opening 152 A and the inlet com-
munication hole 143. The air flowing through the first intro-
ducing opening 152A is guided to the inlet communication
hole 143 by the first introducing guide 153 A.

As such, since the air flowing between the rear glass 133
and the inner glass 135 is moved upward by natural convec-
tion, the air substantially functions as an air curtain for pre-
venting heat from being transferred out of the oven chamber
through the door 100. The air flowing between the rear glass
133 and the inner glass 135 is discharged between the door
panel 110 and the inner cover 150 through the outlet commu-
nication hole 145 and the first discharging opening 152B. The
air discharged through the outlet communication hole 145 is
guided to the first discharging opening 152B by the first
discharging guide 153B.

The air flowing between the door panel 110 and the inner
cover 150 through the first discharging opening 152B is dis-
charged out of the door 100 through the air discharging open-
ing part 115. The air flowing between the door panel 110 and
the inner cover 150 through the first discharging opening
152B is guided to the air discharging opening part 115 by the
air guide 157.

As best seen in FIG. 6, the rest of the air introduced
between the door panel 110 and the inner cover 150 through
the air introducing hole 117 flows between the door frame 120
and the inner cover 150 through the second introducing open-
ings 154A at both sides of the glass holder 140. The air
flowing between the door frame 120 and the inner cover 150
is moved upward by natural convection, and is discharged
between the door panel 110 and the inner cover 150 through
the second discharging openings 154B. The air flowing
between the door panel 110 and the inner cover 150 is guided
by the air guide 157, and is discharged out of the door 100
through the air discharging opening part 115.
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As a result of this first exemplary embodiment, a cooling
system for a door 100 of an oven is provided where airflow is
divided between three flow paths in the door 100.

Hereinafter, an oven door according to a second exemplary
embodiment will be described in detail with reference to the
accompanying drawings. FIG. 7 is an exploded perspective
view illustrating an oven door according to the second exem-
plary embodiment. Like reference numerals denote like ele-
ments in the first and second exemplary embodiments, and a
description of the same components as those of the first exem-
plary embodiment will be omitted in the second exemplary
embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 7, the bottom of the glass holder 140 is
provided with a first inlet communication hole 143 and sec-
ond inlet communication holes 144. The top of the glass
holder 140 is provided with a first outlet communication hole
145 and second outlet communication holes (not shown). The
first inlet communication hole 143 and the first outlet com-
munication hole 145 are substantially the same as the inlet
communication hole 143 and the outlet communication hole
145 of the first exemplary embodiment, and thus, are disposed
in the middle of the top and bottom of the glass holder 140.
The second inlet communication holes 144 are disposed in
the bottom of'the glass holder 140 at both sides of the first inlet
communication hole 143. The second outlet communication
holes are disposed in the top of the glass holder 140 at both
sides of the first outlet communication hole 145.

The second introducing openings 154A and the second
discharging openings 154B of'the current exemplary embodi-
ment are wider than those of the first exemplary embodiment.
Portions of the second introducing openings 154A and the
second discharging openings 154B are disposed in the area
defining the width of the inner opening 151, and the rest
thereof'is disposed outside of the area. As a result, portions of
the second introducing openings 154A and the second dis-
charging openings 154B communicate with the second inlet
communication holes 144 and the second outlet communica-
tion holes, respectively, and the rest thereof communicate
with the space between the door frame 120 and the inner cover
150. Thus, air is introduced through the second introducing
openings 154 A to the space between the rear glass 133 and the
inner glass 135 and the space between the door frame 120 and
the inner cover 150.

In the current exemplary embodiment, second introducing
guides 155A and second discharging guides 155B are pro-
vided as well as the first introducing guide 153 A and the first
discharging guide 153B. That is, the second introducing
openings 154A and the second discharging openings 154B
are provided with the second introducing guides 155A and the
second discharging guides 155B. The second introducing
guides 155A guide air introduced through the second intro-
ducing openings 154 A, to the second inlet communication
holes 144 and the space between the door frame 120 and the
inner cover 150. The second discharging guides 155B guide
air discharged through the second outlet communication
holes and the space between the door frame 120 and the inner
cover 150, to the second discharging openings 154B.

Although a single inner glass is provided according to the
first and second exemplary embodiments, two or more inner
glasses may be provided. In this case, air may flow through a
space between the inner glasses and/or a space between one of
the inner glasses and the rear glass.

According to the exemplary embodiments, the door can be
more efficiently cooled.

Although exemplary embodiments have been described
with reference to a number of illustrative exemplary embodi-
ments thereof, it should be understood that numerous other
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modifications and exemplary embodiments can be devised by
those skilled in the art that will fall within the spirit and scope
of'the principles of this disclosure. More particularly, various
variations and modifications are possible in the component
parts and/or arrangements of the subject combination
arrangement within the scope of the disclosure, the drawings
and the appended claims. In addition to variations and modi-
fications in the component parts and/or arrangements, alter-
native uses will also be apparent to those skilled in the art.

What is claimed is:

1. An oven door, comprising:

a door panel including an air discharging opening part
configured to discharge air flowing in the oven door, the
door panel configured to define a front surface of the
oven door;

an inner cover coupled to a rear side of the door panel, the
inner cover including:
an inner opening formed in an inner side thereof;

a first introducing opening formed at a position between
a lower edge of the inner opening and a lower edge of
the inner cover;

a first discharging opening formed at a position between
an upper edge of the inner opening and an upper edge
of the inner cover;

a first introducing guide to guide air introduced through
the first introducing opening towards the first dis-
charging opening;

a first discharging guide to guide air discharged through
the first discharging opening towards the air discharg-
ing opening part of the door panel;

second introducing openings formed at both side lower
edges of the inner cover; and

second discharging openings formed at both side upper
edges of the inner cover;

a door frame coupled to the rear side of the door panel and
having a rear opening, wherein at least one air introduc-
ing hole in a bottom of the door to introduce air into the
door is formed when the door panel and the door frame
are coupled to each other;

a glass holder disposed between the inner cover and the
door frame, the glass holder including:
left and right holding parts which extend vertically;
upper and lower holding parts which extend horizon-

tally;

an inner space defined by the left, right, upper and lower
holding parts;

an inlet communication hole formed in the lower hold-
ing part and communicating with the first introducing
opening of the inner cover; and

an outlet communication hole formed in the upper hold-
ing part and communicating with the first discharging
opening of the inner cover;

an inner glass to cover the inner opening of the inner cover,
and supported by the glass holder;

arear glass to cover the rear opening of the door frame, and
supported by the glass holder at a position, wherein front
and rear surface of the inner space are covered by the
inner glass and the rear glass, respectively;

a first air flow passage defined between the door panel and
the inner cover, wherein a portion of the air introduced
through the air introducing hole flows along the first air
flow passage and is discharged through the air discharg-
ing opening part;

a second air flow passage configured to connect the first
introducing opening, the inlet communication hole, the
inner space of the glass holder, and the outlet commu-
nication hole, wherein another portion of the air intro-
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duced through the air introducing hole flows along the
second air flow passage and is discharged through the air
discharging opening part; and

a third air flow passage configured to connect the second

introducing openings and the second discharging open-
ings, and defined outside the glass holder between the
inner cover and the door frame, wherein the other por-
tion of the air introduced through the air introducing
hole flows along the third air flow passage and is dis-
charged through the air discharging opening part.

2. The oven door of claim 1, wherein the inner cover
includes an air guide configured to guide air flowing in the
space between the rear glass and the inner glass and air
flowing in the space between the door frame and the inner
cover to the air discharging opening part.

3. The oven door according to claim 2, wherein the air
guide extends forward from an upper end of the inner cover
such that a front end of the air guide contacts a rear surface of
the door panel corresponding to an upper side of the air
discharging opening part.

4. The oven door according to claim 3, wherein the air
guide obliquely extends forward and upward from the upper
end of the inner cover.
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